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THE NEED IS GREAT
Mental health resources for children and adolescents in 

Sedgwick County and rural Kansas are woefully lacking. 

Many children go untreated, or worse, undiagnosed. 

Suicide rates, attempts and ideation, and depression 

have all increased in our most vulnerable populations. 

The gap is so great that, though our state probably 

needs more than 400 child psychiatrists to meet 

demand, there are fewer than 100 in Kansas, and 

fewer than a dozen serving Wichita and rural Kansas. 

We can help 
Who better to help meet the need and train new child 

psychiatrists than the faculty at the KU School of 

Medicine-Wichita Department of Psychiatry & 

Behavioral Sciences? They, in partnership with other 

community resources, have educated more than 

90% of the adult psychiatrists in this part of the state 

through the psychiatry residency program. They have 

a phenomenal track record for training psychiatrists 

who continue to work and live in Kansas.

About our fellowship
Child and adolescent psychiatrists are among the most 

highly trained professionals working with youth who 

experience psychiatric disorders. Wichita has the 

resources, and community support, to create a robust 

child and adolescent psychiatry fellowship that will 

train four fellows each year. Those fellows will be able 

to see more than 500 children and adolescents 

annually — during their training — a number that is 

believed to represent a quarter of this at-risk population 

in Sedgwick County. A child and adolescent psychiatry 

fellowship program at KU School of Medicine-Wichita 

will transform the environment for mental health care 

and make the highest quality interventions available in 

the Wichita community. Graduating fellows will practice 

throughout the city and state. We strongly believe that, 

if we want child psychiatrists to work here with us and 

our children, we need to train them here.

What a fellow will do
• Treat anxiety, depression, ADHD, eating disorders,   
 substance abuse and psychosis.

•  Decrease the wait to treat after onset of symptoms.

• Limit the distance many families must travel to 
 access care.

• Serve many adolescents who would otherwise not   
 receive treatment at all.

• Provide more effective intervention for psychiatric   
 disorders that impact other systems of care, such 
 as juvenile justice, education and child welfare.

• Help stop the long-term outcomes and associated   
 costs of untreated disorders that impact adult 
 functioning, including school and college dropout,   
 adult mental illness, unemployment and incarceration.

• Work to support and enhance the knowledge and
 skills of other professionals, including those in 
 primary and specialty medical care, schools and 
 other community services.

Susanna Ciccolari Micaldi, M.D., clinical assistant 
professor, is one of two faculty members board 
certified in child and adolescent psychiatry.
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It will take at least two years to prepare to welcome the first fellows to this program. Faculty will need to 

be recruited to teach in the classrooms as well as in the clinics, develop curriculum and work with partners, 

without whom this initiative would not be possible, on their roles in the programs. Critical partnerships 

include KVC hospitals, which will provide essential inpatient training experiences, Wesley Medical Center, 

Ascension Via Christi Hospitals, COMCARE of Sedgwick County and KU Wichita Department of Pediatrics. 

Working with these, and others in our community, will provide the range of experiences necessary to 

accredit and sustain this fellowship program.

THE PATH FORWARD

For more information on how you can support the KU Wichita Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship, 
contact Brad Rukes, KU Endowment development director for KU School of Medicine-Wichita & Salina,

at BRukes@KUEndowment.org or 316-293-2641.

“ I have dedicated my life to serving children so that they can have 

 healthy and prosperous lives. The statistics are jaw dropping — 

 50% of adult mental illness starts before the age of 14, and 75% 

 starts before age 24. If we can diagnose and treat these disorders 

 early, it could have a significant impact on their adult lives, the lives 

 of their families and their communities. If a child and adolescent 

 psychiatry fellowship starts in Wichita, it will grow specialists for 

 Wichita and rural Kansas.”
 — Rachel Brown, MBBS, child and adolescent psychiatrist, professor and chair, 

     KU School of Medicine-Wichita Department of Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences

“Our two child and adolescent psychiatrists have been true partners who embrace shared decision making and 

 value our family’s lived experience. My concerns are heard and considered, not dismissed, and that is what 

 allowed my son, who has autism, to receive the diagnosis and treatment that literally saved his life and our family. 

 Our family’s story is not unique — there are too many families who have complex needs and require a high-level 

 of expertise and a unique skill set to make a difference — we need more of you!” Alicia B.-C.
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